A. to 3 & 4. Non-cooperation worth the name must invite
shooting. In any case I would rather be shot than submit to
Japanese or any other power.
(Harijan, July 26, 1942, p. 248)
(F) QUESTION BOX
Q. "Is it a fact that your present attitude towards Eng-
land and Japan is influenced by the belief that you think the
British and the Allies are going to be defeated in this war? It
is necessary that you clear the position in this respect. A very
important leader in the Congress thinks like that and he says
that he is sure because he has this knowledge from his personal
talks with you."
A. I wish you could have given the name of the leader.
Whoever he is, I have no hesitation in saying that it is not
true. On the contrary I said only the other day in Harijan, that
the Britisher was hard to beat. He has not known what it is to
be defeated. Of the Americans in this very issue you will see
:ny answer to The Sunday Despatch. It contradicts the
"leader's" statements. He has therefore either misunderstood
rne or you have misunderstood him. But I have said in my talk
for the past twelve months and more that this war is not likely
to end in a decisive victory for any party. There will be peace
when the exhaustion point is reached. This is mere speculation.
Britain may be favoured by nature. She has nothing to lose by
waiting. And with America as her ally she has inexhaustible
material resources and scientific skill. This advantage is not
available to any of the Axis powers. Thus I have no decisive
opinion about the result of the war. But what is decisive with
rne is that I am made by nature to side with weak parties. My
policy of non-embarrassment is based upon that nature and
it persists. My proposal for British withdrawal is as much in
Britain's interest as India's. Your difficulty arises from your
disinclination to believe that Britain can ever do justice volun-
tarily. My belief in the capacity of non-violence rejects the
theory of permanent inelasticity of human nature.
(Harijan, June 7, 1942, p. 177)
(G)   UNFAIR TO AMERICA?
Proceeding evidently on Reuter's summary of Gandhijfs
statement about America during the interview he gave to the
Bombay press, The Sunday Despatch of London sent Gandhiji
the following cable:
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